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Second Report on the monitoring of Tuta absoluta as per MRRA 160/2009

Monitoring inspections carried out throughout the second month confirmed,
as previously indicated that, this year, farmers in Malta and Gozo are more
sensitized to major issues pertaining to the control of Tuta absoluta. However,
as dlso pointed out, circumstances more linked to headrsay regarding the
placing of fraps outside greenhouses, including the placing of engine oil
instead of water in traps still occur.

As at the end of June, infestation of the tomato leafminer, Tuta absoluta,
appears on the increase in all sites that have been visited dlthough this
appears contained in most areas except for a recurring instance in a group of
greenhouses, plus an additional new case in Gozo too. At yet, it appears that
the level of infection reflects more on operator ability than otherwise.
Effectively, all open fields in Malta registered a minimal degree of infection,
although in most cases this is less than 2% for infected plants. On the other
hand, there was only one infected field in Gozo with a much higher infection
status of 20% for infected plants, however this case could also be linked to
operator management efficacy. So comparing open fields, the degree of
infection indicates a more marked increase in Malta.

When analysing catches of tuber moth, in Maltese fields we get a range of 36
to 747, a maximum less than half the previous 1613 moths/1000 m2. Moths
being trapped in all localities are on the increase. Indications are that Tuta is
spreading more consistently and the overall situation is that Malta's infection
status is on the increase at a 1-2% level. Despite containment exercised by
farmers, the environs of Saint Paul's Bay still appear a focal point. In Gozitan
fields we get a range of 10 to 1680, a level notably higher than the previous
250 moths/1000 m2, as well as Malta's. In Gozo too, frapped moths are on the
increase, but still contained except for a surge in the Xaghra area.

In Maltese greenhouses there prevails a range of 25-700, with the maximum
being half the previous 4000 tuber moth/1000 m2 catches. Tuta is still present in
the previous five localities. A spread is not evident and appears mostly
contained, but there have been increases in numbers caught in Mgarr with
notable additional infection at Zebbug. In Gozitan greenhouses we get a
range of 10 to 820 practically double the previous 4 to 480. The increase is
thus also amply evident in Gozo, with the Victoria area spiralling significantly
and Xaghra experiencing a considerable peak in infection. However, as
previously stated, it appears that management prevails more than locality as
to the incidence of pest infestation given dlso registered improvements.



It is now becoming more obvious that resorting to management practices
that involve the utilisation of hermetically sealed greenhouses in conjunction
with 100% netting closure of openings plus insectocutors gives the best control
results. This is more evident in that, whilst there has been a marked
improvement for such greenhouses in Malta, there has also been a general
increase in the level of infestation in the number of differently operated Gozo
greenhouses, although, in most cases, this has been contained.

Again, in this second month, there prevdils a situation that indicates that
notwithstanding that a certain degree of control is being effected by dll
operators, an accompanying more consistent increase in the incidence of
plant infection in open fields, although limited to a general 2% level, confirms
that Tuta is increasing and spreading. This is backed by the evident increase
in the number of Tuta catches except in the case of greenhouses in Malta.

Thus operator efficiency in targeting Tufa at the right time and place with the
right pesticide will have a determining effect. In resorting to mass trapping
and pesticide application, most farmers appear to be controlling the Tuta
problem - as evidenced by the limited general plant infection status of 1-2%.
A good number of farmers rightly apply a variety of recommended
pesticides, but there are instances where the choice is more limited. As yet,
there have been no reports of resistance to insecticides. '

However it appears that, at this point in fime, the tomato crop is also
susceptible to another pest namely Alternaria, with fungal infection and
damages more predominant in the north, including Gozo. Again, the current
market situation, regarding the limited price for growers plus additional
pesticide costs could lead to crop abandonment. This has already been
noted in greenhouse production, however with the positive fact that
operators have seen to the confainment of disease spread for their crop.
How other producers will react to future circumstances shall remain the
question.

In the case of other solanaceous crops, most potatoes have been harvested,
but both for these as well as for peppers and aubergines that had previously
been inspected, there was no noted any new infestation on these potential
host plants.

The general indications for the second month of monitoring Tuta absoluta are
that both the incidence and level of infection of this pest are on the increase,
but in most instances controls practiced by farmers have curbed, but not
eradicated, the pest. Potential damage appears to be linked fo operator
efficacy plus support in dealing with the pest. The accompanying spread of
Alternaria, plus market prices, are associated issues of concern.

\ 1 :
( f‘i‘-": / -
\ u _ L
Tony Meli 2 ,f Lo
APS Consult

© APS Consult



