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1. Products analysed between 2002 and 2007 
 
As indicated in table 1 between 2002 and 2007 a total number of 339 samples were collected by 

the Department of Plant Health, all of which were testes in accredited laboratories abroad. The 

number and type of crops sampled each year varied according to the monitoring programme for 

the respective year and priorities of each Member State. The size of the samples taken was of 1 

kilo each as per Schedule 1 of Legal Notice 479 of 2004. 

 
2002**  S 2003* S 2004* S 2005**  S 2006** S 2007**  S 
Avena  1 Apples    Apples    Apples  5 Aubergines  1 Apples 5 
Avocado  1 Banana   Aubergines    Broad 

Beans  
6 Carrots  6 Grapes  

1 
Banana 1 Beetroot    Banana   Cauliflower 6 Cauliflower  6 Head 

Cabbage  15 
Citrus  5 Cabbage    Barley    Grapes  5 Cherry 

Tomatoes  
1 Lettuce 

15 
Corn  2 Cabbage 

Lettuce  
  Carrots    Kohlrabi  6 Grapes  8 Peach  

19 
Grain  5 Carrot   Grapes    Melon  6 Lettuce  6 Tomatoes  15 
Kiwi  1 Cauliflower   Hard Wheat    Oranges  6 Melon 6     
Lemon  1 Cucumber    Lettuce    Peaches 6 Peaches  6     
Mais  2 Garlic   Maize    Potatoes  1 Pepper  1     
Orange  4 Grapes    Marrow   Strawberries  6 Potatoes  6     
Papaya  1 Kohlrabi    Onions    Tomatoes  12       
Peaches  4 Lemon    Oranges                
Pineapple  1 Lettuce    Peaches               
Soia  1 Maize    Peppers               
Star Fruit  1 Oranges    Potatoes                
Tomatoes  5 Parsley    Soft Wheat                
    Peaches    Spinach                
    Peppers    Strawberries                
    Plums    Tomatoes                
    Potatoes    Compost                
    Spinach                    
    Strawberries                    
    Sweet 

Pepper  
  .             

  
    Tomatoes                    
    Vegetable 

Marrows  
                

  

TOTAL  36   92*   65*    65   47   70 
*  Values taken from the ‘National Plan for Pesticide Residue Monitoring in Fruits, Vegetables and Cereals 

2005’  (the number of samples taken of each crops was not available).  
* *   Values taken from the actual results received from the accredited laboratory responsible in conducting the 

pesticides multiresidue analysis for Malta.  

Table 1: L ist of crops and the number of samples taken between 2002 and 2007 
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2. Active ingredients Tested  
 
The number of active ingredients tested in crops, to determine any pesticide multiresidue varied 

between 2002 and 2007. This differed according to the needs of each member state. The selected 

residues tested each year (Table 2) were based on the following recommendations these include;    

- Commission Recommendation of 27 December 2001 concerning a coordinated 

Community monitoring programme for 2002 to ensure compliance with maximum levels 

of pesticide residues in and on cereal sand certain other products of plant origin 

(2002/1/EC). 

- Commission Recommendation of 19 August 2002 concerning a coordinated Community 

monitoring programme for 2003 to ensure compliance with maximum levels of pesticide 

residues in and on cereals and certain other products of plant origin (2002/663/EC). 

- Commission Recommendation of 9 January 2004 concerning a coordinated Community 

monitoring programme for 2004 to ensure compliance with maximum levels of pesticide 

residues in and on cereals and certain other products of plant origin (2004/74/EC). 

- Commission Recommendation of 1 March 2005 concerning a coordinated Community 

monitoring programme for 2005 to ensure compliance with maximum levels of pesticide 

residues in and on cereals and certain other products of plant origin and national 

monitoring programme for 2006 (2005/178/EC). 

- Commission Recommendation of 18 January 2006 concerning a coordinated Community 

monitoring programme for 2006 to ensure compliance with maximum levels of pesticide 

residues in and on cereals and certain other products of plant origin and national 

monitoring programme for 2007 (2006/26/EC). 

- Commission Recommendation of 3 April 2007 concerning a coordinated Community 

monitoring programme for 2007 to ensure compliance with maximum levels of pesticide 

residues in and on cereals and certain other products of plant origin and national 

monitoring programme for 2008. 

Apart from the active ingredients mention in table 2 and in each commission 

recommendation, as a Member State (2004) and shown in Figure 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 more 

then the indicated active ingredients were analyses. This was the case since by analyzing 

more ingredients the departments could also possibly detect any unregistered plant 

protection products.  
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2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Acephate  Acephate  Acephate  Acephate  Acephate  Acephate  
Aldicarb  Aldicarb  Aldicarb  Aldicarb  Acetamiprid Acetamiprid 
Azinphos-
methyl 

Azinphos-
methyl 

Azinphos-
methyl 

Azinphos-
methyl Aldicarb  Aldicarb  

Azoxystrobin  Azoxystrobin  Azoxystrobin  Azoxystrobin  
Azinphos-
methyl Amitraz 

Benomyl group  Benomyl group  Benomyl group  Benomyl group  Azoxystrobin Azinphos-methyl 
Bromopropylate  Bromopropylate  Bromopropylate  Bifenthrin Benomyl group Azoxystrobin 

Captan  Captan  Captan  Bromopropylate Bifenthrin 

Benomyl + carbendazim 
(expressed as 
carbendazim) 

Chlorothalonil  Chlorothalonil  Chlorothalonil  Bupirimate Bromopropylate Bifenthrin 
Chlorpyriphos  Chlorpyriphos  Chlorpyriphos  Captan Bupirimate Bromide total 

Chlorpyriphos-
methyl  

Chlorpyriphos-
methyl  

Chlorpyriphos-
methyl  Carbaryl Buprofezin Bromopropylate 

Cypermethrin Cypermethrin Cypermethrin Chlormequat Captan + Folpet Bupirimate 
Deltamethrin Deltamethrin Cyprodinil Chlorothalonil Captan Buprofezin 
Diazinon Diazinon Deltamethrin Chlorpropham Folpet Captan 
Dichlofluanid Dichlofluanid Diazinon Chlorpyriphos Carbaryl Folpet 

Dicofol Dicofol Dichlofluanid 
Chlorpyriphos-
methyl Chlormequat Carbaryl 

Dimethoate Dimethoate Dicofol Cypermethrin Chlorothalonil Chlofentezin 
Endosulfan Endosulfan Dimethoate Cyprodinil Chlorpropham Chlormequat 
Folpet Folpet Diphenylamine Deltamethrin Chlorpyriphos Chlorothalonil 

Imazalil Imazalil Endosulfan Diazinon 
Chlorpyriphos-
methyl Chlorpropham 

Iprodione Iprodione Fenhexamid Dichlofluanid Cypermethrin Chlorpyriphos 
Lambda-
cyhalothrin 

Kresoxim-
methyl Folpet Dicofol Cyprodinil Chlorpyriphos-methyl 

Malathion 
Lambda-
cyhalothrin Imazalil Dimethoate Deltamethrin Cypermethrin 

Maneb group Malathion Iprodione Diphenylamine Diazinon Cyprodinil 

Mecarbam Maneb group 
Kresoxim-
methyl Endosulfan Dichlofluanid Deltamethrin 

Methamidophos Mecarbam 
Lambda-
cyhalothrin Fenhexamid Dichlorvos Diazinon 

Metalaxyl Methamidophos Malathion Fludioxonil Dicofol Dichlofluanid 

Methidathion Metalaxyl Maneb group Folpet 
Dimethoate + 
Omethoate Dichlorvos 

Methiocarb Methidathion Mecarbam Imazalil Dimethoate Dicofol 

Methomyl Methiocarb Methamidophos Imidacloprid Omethoate 

Dimethoate + 
Omethoate (sum 
expressed as 
dimethoate) 

Omethoate Methomyl Metalaxyl Iprodione Diphenylamine Dinocap 
Oxydemeton-
methyl Omethoate Methidathion 

Kresoxim-
methyl Endosulfan Diphenylamine 

Parathion  
Oxydemeton-
methyl Methiocarb 

Lambda-
cyhalothrin Fenhexamid Endosulfan 

Permethrin  Parathion  Methomyl Malathion Fenitrothion Fenarimol 
Phorate  Permethrin  Myclobutanil Maneb group Fludioxonil Fenhexamid 
Pirimiphos-
methyl Phorate  Omethoate Metalaxyl Hexythiazox Fenitrothion 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
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Procymidone  
Pirimiphos-
methyl 

Oxydemeton-
methyl Methamidophos Imazali Fludioxonil 

Propyzamide  Procymidone  Parathion Methidathion Imidacloprid Flusilazole 
Thiabendazole  Propyzamide  Permethrin Methiocarb Indoxacarb Glyphosate 
Tolylfluanid  Thiabendazole  Phorate Methomyl Iprodione Hexaconazole 

Triazophos  Tolylfluanid  
Pirimiphos-
methyl Myclobutanil Iprovalicarb Hexythiazox 

Vinclozolin Triazophos  Procymidone 
Oxydemeton-
methyl 

Kresoxim-
methyl Imazalil 

  Vinclozolin Propyzamide Parathion 
Lambda-
cyhalothrin Imidacloprid 

    Spiroxamine Phosalone Malathion Indoxacarb 
    Thiabendazole Pirimicarb Maneb group Iprodione 

    Tolylfluanid 
Pirimiphos-
methyl Mepanipyrim Iprovalicarb 

    Triazophos Procymidone Metalaxyl Kresoxim-methyl 
    Vinclozolin Propargite Methamidophos Lambda-cyhalothrin 
      Pyretrins Methidathion Malathion 
      Pyrimethanil Methiocarb Maneb group 
      Spiroxamine Methomyl Mepanipyrim 
      Thiabendazole Myclobutanil Mepiquat 

      
Tolcloflos-
methyl 

Oxydemeton-
methyl Metalaxyl 

      Tolylfluanid Parathion Methamidophos 
      Triadimefon Penconazole Methidathion 
      Vinclozolin Phosalone Methiocarb 

        Pirimicarb 

Methomyl/Thiodicarb 
(sum expressed as 
methomyl) 

        
Pirimiphos-
methyl Myclobutanil 

        Prochloraz Oxydemeton-methyl 
        Procymidone Parathion 
        Profenofos Penconazole 
        Propargite Phosalone 
        Pyretrins Pirimicarb 
        Pyrimethanil Pirimiphos-methyl 
        Pyriproxyfen Prochloraz 
        Quenoxifen Procymidone 
        Spiroxamine Profenofos 
        Tebuconazole Propargite 
        Tebufenozide Pyrethrins 
        Thiabendazole Pyrimethanil 

        
Tolcloflos-
methyl Pyriproxyfen 

        Tolylfluanid Oxamyl 

        
Triademefon + 
Triadimenol Quinoxyfen 

        Triademefon Spiroxamine 
        Triadimenol Tebuconazole 
        Vinclozolin Thiophanate-methyl 
          Tebufenozide 
          Trifloxystrobin 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
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          Thiabendazole 
          Tolcloflos-methyl 
          Tolylfluanid 

          

Triademefon + 
Triadimenol (expressed 
as sum of triadimenol 
and triadimefon) 

          Vinclozolin  

Table 2: L ist of active ingredients analysed according to the respective Commission 
Recommendation  

 

Figure 1: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2002. 
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Figure 2: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2003. 
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Figure 3: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2004. 
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Figure 4: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2005. 
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Figure 5: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2006. 

 



 14

 

Figure 6: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2007. 
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Figure 7: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2007 cont. 
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Figure 8: L ist of active ingredient tested for  in 2007 cont. 
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3. Pesticide residues found in crops for  the per iod of August 2002 till 
December  2007.   

 

The residue levels found between 2002 and 2007 are found in table 3. From a total of 339 

samples, 117 samples were found to have residues. The highest number of samples having 

residues was registered in peaches and strawberries. However, not all the indicated samples 

exceeded the maximum residue levels stipulated in EU law.  

 
Pesticides’  Residues found in crops 

2002 - 2007 
Date: Commodity: Active Substance Result:  MRL: 

21-12-07 Apples  Chlorpirifos-ET 0.07 0.5 
21-12-07 Apples Chlorpirifos-MET 0.007 0.5 
21-12-07 Apples Chlorpirifos-ET 0.06 0.5 
21-12-07 Apples Chlorpirifos-ET 0.04 0.5 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.27 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.1 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Chlorpyrifos-et 0.16 0.2 
05-09-07 Peach  Fenitrothion 1.22 0.5 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.2 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.03 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 3.5 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Alpha-cypermethrin 0.04 0.3 
05-09-07 Peach  Chlorpirifos-et 0.008 0.2 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.34 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 1.15 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.08 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.015 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Alpha-cypermethrin 0.07 0.3 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.7 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Alpha-cypermethrin 0.03 0.3 
05-09-07 Peach  Dimethoate 0.26 0.02 
05-09-07 Peach  Chlorpyrifos  et 0.03 0.2 
12-09-07 Tomatoes Chlorpyrifos met 0.008 0.5 
22-08-07 Tomatoes Chlorpyrifos et 0.01 0.5 
23-06-06 Peaches  Chlorpyrifos met 0.26 0.5 
23-06-06 Peaches  Chlorpyrifos et 0.04 0.2 
23-06-06 Peaches  Chlorpyrifos met 0.26 0.5 

31-08-06 
Grapes 
(Gellewza) Diclofluanid 0.13 10 

14-10-06 Grapes  Chlorpyrifos - et 0.72 0.2 
14-10-06 Grapes Procimidone 0.09 5 
30-06-05  Peaches Dimethoate  5 0.02 
11-05-05 Strawberries Diclofluanid 0.62 10 
11-05-05 Strawberries Iprodione 0.14 10 
11-05-05 Strawberries Ciprodionil 0.07 2 
11-05-05 Strawberries Fludioxonil 0.1 2 
11-05-05 Strawberries Penconazole 0.08 0.05 
15-02-05 Tomatoes Chlorthalonil 0.10 0.89 
15-02-05 Tomatoes Chlorthalonil 0.36 0.89 
15-02-05 Tomatoes Iprodione 0.20 1.43 
15-02-05 Tomatoes Chlorthalonil 0.22 0.89 
15-02-05 Tomatoes Chlorthalonil 0.13 0.89 
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Date: Commodity: Active Substance Result:  MRL: 
18-11-04 Banana Imazalil 0.10 2 
18-11-04 Apples Chlorpyrifos met 0.007 0.5 
18-11-04 Apples Chlorpyrifos met 0.014 0.5 
14-10-04 Oranges Imazalil 0.48 5 
14-10-04 Oranges Imazalil 0.13 5 
16-09-04 Grapes Dimethoate 2.34 0.02 
16-09-04 Grapes Chlorpyrifos met 0.03 0.50 
16-09-04 Grapes Cyprodinil 0.07 5 
16-09-04 Grapes Oxadixyl 0.05 1 
16-09-04 Grapes Dimethoate 2.0 0.02 
16-09-04 Grapes Dimethoate 0.14 0.02 
26-08-04 Peaches Dimethoate 0.22 0.02 
09-07-04 Potatoes Malathion 0.02 0.50 
09-07-04 Potatoes Cypermethrin 0.04 0.50 
09-07-04 Potatoes Malathion 0.44 0.50 
10-05-04 Strawberries  Procymidone 0.36 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone  0.38 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Cyprodinil 0.60 2.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Fludioxonil 0.74 2.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Iprodione 4.20 10.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone 0.20 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Chlorthalonil 0.16 3.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone 1.8 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone 0.012 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone 1.16 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone 0.04 5.0 
10-05-04 Strawberries Procymidone 0.02 5.0 
08-04-04 Strawberries Dichlofluanid 0.18 10.0 
08-04-04 Strawberries Iprodione 3.0 10.0 
08-04-04 Strawberries Procymidone 0.26 5.0 
16-02-04 Tomatoes Cyprodinil 0.04 0.5 
16-02-04 Tomatoes Cyprodinil 0.04 0.5 
05-09-03 Grapes Procymidone 0.045 2.00 
05-09-03 Grapes Procymidone 0.078 2.00 
05-09-03 Grapes Dimethoate 0.025 Na 
05-09-03 Grapes Dimethoate 0.30 Na 
05-09-03 Grapes Dimethoate 0.027 Na 
05-09-03 Grapes Procymidone 0.30 2.00 
05-09-03 Plums Dimethoate 0.013 Na 
05-09-03 Grapes Dimethoate 0.020 Na 
29-11-03 Lettuce Dimethoate 0.05 0.50 
29-11-03 Tomatoes Iprodione 0.92 5.0 
29-11-03 Tomatoes Pyrimethanil 0.30 2.0 
05-09-03 Maize Fenthion 0.013 0.50 
05-09-03 Peaches Chlorpyrifos met 0.13 0.50 
05-09-03 Peaches Dimethoate 0.20 Na 
05-09-03 Oranges Imazalil 0.25 5.00 
05-09-03 Lemons Imazalil 0.56 5.00 
14-07-03 Peaches Dimethoate 0.029 0.02 
14-07-03 Peaches Dimethoate 0.027 0.02 
14-07-03 Peaches Dimethoate 0.02 0.02 
14-07-03 Peaches Dimethoate 0.04 0.02 
14-07-03 Peaches Dimethoate 0.24 0.02 
01-03-03 Pepper Iprodione 0.03 5.0 
01-03-03 Pepper Procymidone 0.80 2.0 
01-03-03 Tomatoes Chlorthalonil 0.10 2.0 
01-03-03 Tomatoes Iprodione 0.64 5.0 



 19

Date: Commodity: Active Substance Result:  MRL: 
01-03-03 Tomatoes Pyrimethanil 1.0 2.0 
01-03-03 Pepper Pyrazophosl 0.04 Na 
01-03-03 Pepper Chinomethionat diserbanti 0.05 0.30 
01-03-03 Tomatoes Cyprodinil 0.25 0.50 
01-03-03 Tomatoes Fludioxonil 0.23 1.0 
01-03-03 Strawberry Tebufenpyrad 0.03 0.30 
01-03-03   Strawberry Chlorthalonil 0.20 3.0 
01-03-03 Strawberry Iprodione 0.02 10.0 
01-03-03   Cucumber Chlorthalonil 0.11 1.0 
01-03-03 Strawberry Procymidone 0.26 5.0 
01-03-03 Pepper Oxadixyl 0.15 Na 
29-03-03 Lettuce Iprodione 1.2 10.0 
06-11-02 Maize Pirimifos-met 0.02 5.0 
12-09-02 Peach Dimethoate 0.20 1.0 
12-09-02 Peach Dimethoate 0.09 1.0 
06-06-02 Citrus Malathion 0.02 2.0 
06-06-02 Citrus Chlorpyrifos met 0.03 0.30 
06-06-02 Citrus Methidathiion 0.20 2.0 
02-08-02 Grain Chlorpyrifos met 0.01 0.005 

Table 3: L ist of crops and the active substance found between 2002 and 2007. 

 

4. National Monitor ing Plan for  2008  

 

According to Commission Recommendation of 3 April 2007 concerning the coordinated 

Community monitoring programme for 2007 to ensure compliance with maximum levels of 

pesticide residues in and on cereals and certain other products of plant origin and national 

monitoring programmes for 2008 (2007/225/EC), each Member State is invited to draw a 

monitoring plan for 2008 to monitor the maximum pesticide residues as stipulated by Directives 

90/642/EEC and 86/362/EEC.  

 

In this monitoring plan the following information was given, this include the criteria applied in 

determining the number of samples to be taken and analyses; the reporting levels applied and the 

criteria by which the reporting levels have been fixed; and the details of accreditation, under 

Regulation (EC) No 882/2004, of the laboratories carrying out the MRL’s analyses. 

 

 


